  
 Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional


    *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                
    *Extinguishing of candles


  * Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today January 29 2023; the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

                 SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 ***********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 ***********************************************************
LAY READERS: Jan. 29 - Donna Novinger; Feb. 5 - Scott Miller; Feb. 12 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Feb. 19 - Gerry Wiest. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Jan. 29 - Marie Herb; Feb. 5 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Feb. 12 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Feb. 19 - Marie Herb; If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethseda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission.
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                              January 29, 2023
                 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
January 29, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                        Norine Goss            

L:  May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us.
P:  that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations.
L:  Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

P:  let all the peoples praise you.

L:  The earth has yielded its increase;

P:  God, our God, has blessed us.

L:  May God continue to bless us;

P:  let all the ends of the earth revere him.
L: Come! Let us praise the Lord.
      *Hymn -      “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”         Page 2       

*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)
We know, Father, that those who feel no guilt cannot be forgiven, that those who feel no need cannot be filled. Therefore, we come into your presence today with humble hearts and open hands, asking that you will first pardon us by your grace, and then bless us with your presence. Through Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
   The Psalm: 27:1, 4-9 (Responsive)                                  
 L: Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill?
P: He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his heart;
L: He who does not backbite with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor does he take up a reproach against his friend;
P: In whose eyes a vile person is despised, but he honors those who fear the Lord; He who swears to his own hurt and does not change;
L: He who does not put out his money at usury, nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.
P: He who does these things shall never be moved.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)
We believe in God, Creator of all things.  We believe in His Son Jesus Christ, who came to show us the way to the Father.  We believe in the Holy Spirit of God - moving among us and inspiring the Love of God within us.  We believe in the Church - the earthly extension of His Kingdom.  We believe it is our calling to serve His Church with all our heart, our mind, our strength.  Amen.

Hymn -              “I’d Rather Have Jesus”                 Page 517               
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:              Matthew 5:1-12                  Donna Novinger

                               (Pg. 5 New Testament Pew Bible)
    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:             “Who Wants to be Blessed?”     

Dedication of Offering          
   *Hymn -                   “Make Me a Blessing”                 Page 452

PRAYER REQUESTS*
*(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

      *Emily Degnitz, (Hershey Med. Ctr. Rehab); Ed Dobbin, (Home); Betty Lebo; Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel; Diane Shaffer; Ed Berra; Carol Knight; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Charlie/Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop; Bob Pottiger; Raymond Enders; Susan Lazor;  Kaiya Wilkens; Colton Faust; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Randy Byerly; Jake & Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Ellen Snyder, (Gail Shertzer’s sister); Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich, (Tabitha Hoover’s father); Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Jan. 29 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Jan. 30 - 7:00PM - Dartball - Messiah Lutheran at Valleys
Feb.   5- 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
         Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship) 
Feb.  6 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting
Feb.   7 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Feb. 12 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
              12:00Noon-5:00PM - Girl Scout Father/Daughter Event

Feb. 14 - 5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal 

               (Eat-at-church only)

Feb. 15- 6:00PM - Prayer Meeting (everyone is welcome to attend and pray for members, friends, family, community, our world) 
               7:00PM - Council Meeting

Feb. 19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday February 14, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Fish (fish sticks for kids), Macaroni & Cheese, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 

GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.
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FOR SERMON NOTES: Sunday January 29, 2023
        Sermon: “Who Wants to be Blessed?”     
 Scripture: Matthew 5:1-12
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                                        Weekly Devotional for January 29, 2023

Invocation:

Loving God, we come this morning seeking to abide in your presence.  Open our minds to your spirit of wisdom, that we may know how to live as your people.  Open our hearts to your spirit of truth, that we may love all your people with a love that speaks of justice, kindness, and grace.  May this time worship be authentic and pleasing to you.  In Jesus we pray, Amen.

Scripture:
Matthew 5:1-12


Psalm 15
Sermon:



“Who Wants to be Blessed?”

I would like to do an informal survey.  I have one very simple question . . . Who would like to be blessed by God today?  Raise your hands!  We all do.


We proclaim to others, “God has really blessed me.” And we mean it, and I’m not being sarcastic about that. But what does it mean to say God has blessed me. Are we simply saying, “As of this moment in time, I am living comfortably.”  Or maybe after enduring some hardships, we say it knowing we have not suffered as much as others have, so we somehow sense, in some strange way, God has blessed us.  But does that mean the person who is suffering is not being blessed by God?  It seems to me that a really clear understanding of what it means to be blessed by God seems to get away from us.


So, what does it mean to be blessed?  Well, God gives us some ideas, and in all honesty it is not the manner in which we normally seek blessings.   Here in today’s text we have what is called the “The Beatitudes.”


The word beatitude comes from the word BEATIFY which means to have supreme blessedness. So, let’s look at the beatitudes, at what Jesus said.

Now, think about what Jesus is saying here. Who are the blessed?

The poor in spirit 

The merciful

Those who mourn 

The pure in heart

The meek

The peacemakers

The hungry 

The thirsty

The persecuted because of Christ.

When this happens to you, what does Jesus say you are to do? “Rejoice and be glad.”  We are to rejoice and be glad when we mourn, when we are thirsty and hungry.  Oh my!  That’s not our idea of being blessed . . . is it?

Lots of people have translated the Beatitudes to be what Pastor Robert Schuller called in the title of his book “The Be-Happy Attitudes.” We seem to transfer the word happy, for the word blessed. We need to understand that the word happy comes from the word HAP, which is an English word from around the 1400’s which means luck.  Happiness is dependent upon circumstances and luck and with a roll of dice.  However, the Beatitudes are in no way a roll of the dice or chance.  There is no sense of uncertainty to them.  Yet, we think,

“If only I had more money, I would be happier.”

“If only I had my health, I would be happier.”

“If only I were successful, I would be happier.”

“If only I had a spouse . . .

“If only my kids were . . .

“If only my spouse were . . .

“If people were nicer . . .


“If God was nicer . . .” And our list goes on and on about how we would be happier or feel more blessed in this life IF ONLY.


Yet, what occurs to me is the fact that we look at blessings and happiness only on our terms, not according to God’s terms.  McDonald’s had a stroke of genius when someone invented the Happy Meal. What kid doesn’t want a Happy Meal and what parent would deny their child the thrill of receiving that nutritious meal, which includes a cheap plastic toy which usually breaks within days or is forgotten about. Just as our children look forward to Happy Meals, we too, are conditioned to look for our Happy Meals of life.

 
We try as hard as we can to force fit God’s blessings into our concept of happiness. Do you get that?! This is really an important point for us. We try to fit God’s blessings into our concept of blessing.  Think about it, we take our view of what it means to be blessed, and we automatically think it should be equal to God’s way of blessing us.  Yet, it is not.


You see, when we think of being blessed, we think of gaining God’s favor, or we think somehow we are in God’s good graces. So, we do all we can, or at least all we think we can, according to human standards and our way of thinking to gain God’s favor or blessing.


So we struggle with the Beatitudes, because we don’t consider those who are persecuted, poor, hungry, meek, those who mourn as blessed. Instead, we consider the strong and mighty, the rich and successful, the attractive and famous as blessed . . . but Jesus asks us, are they blessed or happy?


The Greek word for blessed is, makarios, it’s the same word the Greeks used to describe the island of Cyprus, which is nicknamed “the Happy Isle.” The Greeks believed Cyprus was so beautiful, so rich in resources, and so fertile, that a person would never have to leave the island, because everything you would ever need for happiness was contained on that island.


In the same manner, William Barclay wrote about this same word, makarios, saying, “it describes that joy which has its secret within itself, that joy which is serene and untouchable, and self contained . . . completely independent of all the chances and changes of life.”


So, when we say the Beatitudes describe the happy life, we are talking about a special kind of happiness. It is the type of happiness that has nothing to do with chance or circumstances, and it doesn’t depend upon health, wealth or achievements.  Instead the Beatitudes are about learning to experience God’s blessings in a new and different way.  


Remember the Declaration of Independence states people are “endowed, by their Creator, with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”  We not only think we have a right to happiness, we have the right to pursue it.


And yet, when we start examining the Beatitudes we realize that in Jesus’ view of happiness, it is not something we get by pursuing it; instead it is actually the opposite. What I hear Jesus telling us is that we can experience true happiness and blessedness if we live life according to the Beatitudes.  This means we need to make a declaration of dependence.  We put ourselves in our rightful place; as God’s servants; ready, willing and able to serve God in whatever way He deems necessary.  And when we give God everything we have and everything we are, we will find we are blessed beyond what we could ever imagine.  We will still go through difficult times, but we will have that makarios – God’s blessing.


Again, it’s not looking around your home and saying, “Wow, look at all I have, I am really blessed.”  Maybe you have an abundance materially, but what are we doing with that blessing?  Isn’t that the real call of God!  Many wealthy people have cursed their wealth, because they were never content.  When asked how much money was enough, John Rockefeller said, “just a little bit more.”

When some consider the Beatitudes they think they are only about us, but when I look at the Beatitudes I see the very life Jesus was willing to live – so I see God’s character within these difficult words of Jesus.  The Beatitudes reveal more about God and more about the very people we should strive to become.


Jesus is proclaiming to all who are willing to listen that the old order is gone, the new has come. Those who are being persecuted for His sake, those who are poor in spirit, those who mourn, the hungry, those who thirst for righteousness, those who put aside their power, they have an opportunity to experience a greater presence of Christ.  Why?  Because they are following the call and way of Christ.


The Beatitudes are more about us opening a new window of opportunity through which we may view the new landscape that Jesus calls the kingdom of heaven.  If we are to be truly blessed, it will not occur as the world dictates.  Through faith, we must come to grips with the reality of God’s kingdom – His kingdom on earth and in heaven. And we need to be ready to have our hearts and minds transformed His way, not ours.


If we want to know and experience God’s blessings, then we need to give up the self-centered ways of thinking and living we are used to.  The way of Jesus is more about self-denial. This is why the Beatitudes are so foreign, so alien to us.  The more steeped we are in the values of popular culture, the more difficult it is to grasp what Jesus means.


This morning, I hope that we would all say, “God, as I study this sermon of sermons . . . 

· Teach me.

· Transform me. 

· Help me to live out these beatitudes.

· Make Me a humble servant.

· Make me a merciful individual.

· Everyday remind me how dependent I am on Your grace.

· Enable me to be a peacemaker.

· Help me to love people . . . even annoying, demanding, sinful people . . . even people that hurt me.

· God, help me to live my faith - even if that brings hardship and persecution.

· Help me to be a living version of this sermon.

· Help me to bring You the glory and honor, as I experience Your version of living the blessed life of Jesus, who considered each one of us worthy of the journey to the cross.”

Let us pray . . . Father God, help these blessings Jesus preached about to become ours because of our faith and belief in your call in our lives. Let our attitudes and actions stand out in all we do in our lives. Let our light shine before others that they will know we are Your children. In Jesus’ name I pray. AMEN

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

God, we bow before you this morning, knowing that you hear every prayer.  We know that in all of Creation, you are the source of life.  We praise you that in all your wonder you have not forgotten us.  We need your presence in this place.  Move among us now and let us hear your voice.  Let us feel the presence of your life.  Let the radiance of your light shine on our faces.  Let your truth and mercy surround us like a circle of friends, guiding us, holding us up and pointing us to your ways.  

As we are strengthened, Lord, help us grasp other hands, helping those that are weary.  Help us to see how much good work there is to do.  There are people who need our help, conflict that needs to be resolved, and battles that need to be stopped.  We can do so much as we stand together to do your work, but there are needs beyond our strength and knowledge and we place those things in your hands.  We pray for harmony and peace and healing to prevail upon all the earth.  Touch the lives of those who so much need your healing touch and grace.

We pray Lord for this church, that you will grant us the will and the wisdom to use all our gifts and talents in service to you.

All this we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.  
Benediction:

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.

